How is a typical project developed?

There are three stages to moving a project from concept to reality:
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The project team will review and incorporate the commments received at Public Meeting #1, then
proceed with developing a concept design and conducting environmental coordination. Public
Meeting #2 is anticipated in the summer of 2026 to gather additional community feedback.
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Scan the QR code to find
out more information
about the project.

Connect Franklin Park
Public Information Meeting #1

November 2025 FRANKLIN PARK

Project Overview

The Village of Franklin Park has five at-grade railroad crossings within the community.
The Village of Franklin Park has five at-grade railroad crossings within the community.
Over 100 trains pass through the town each day and often cause significant traffic
delays. To improve existing transportation safety, mobility and access in its downtown
area, the Village of Franklin Park is sponsoring the Connect Franklin Park (CFP)
Project. The first portion of this project is dedicated to the preliminary design
engineering of a new highway-rail grade separation, including a new pedestrian
grade separated crossing. Funding support is being provided by the lllinois
Commerce Commission (ICC), Cook County and the Federal Rail Administration (FRA)
for this important project.

What is a highway grade separation?

A highway-rail grade separation eliminates where a
roadway and rail crossing intersect by placing either
the highway or the railway at a different elevation
using a bridge or tunnel. This separation allows for
traffic to flow without interruption, significantly
improving safety by preventing collisions and
reducing congestion and wait times at crossings.
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Transportation Need Grade Separation Corridors

Pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists experience delays while waiting for trains to pass through the The project team considered multiple corridors for a highway-rail grade separation, based on the
Village every day. The average crossing delay is 4.5 minutes; however some delays may exceed one following principles:

hour. This significantly impacts access to schools, jobs, businesses and emergency services both * Improve mobility and safety

within the Village and nearby areas. * Avoid or minimize direct impacts, as well as indirect impacts

: : . R 2 7 * An underpass would be more desirable than an overpass
In addition to impacting access, these conditions have also led to unsafe transportation behaviors.

The Village has observed pedestrians, often students, crossing under and through stopped train
cars, narrowly missing tragic results. Over the past 30 years, crashes, injuries and fatalities have
occurred at the rail crossings in town making this project a critical need for the community.

Each of the five existing crossings, plus a new crossing at
Martens Street, were evaluated.
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